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Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

vowels 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

a  e,ay,eh  ae er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

diphthongs 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

consonants 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

vowels Part Two:  



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

ka (verb) to cut 
1 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

pa 
4 

(adj) sated 

sang (adj) loose [soil] 
1 

International Phonetic Alphabet symbol:  a 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

seng kong (adj) successful 
1 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

kay 
1 

(n) chicken 

seh (adj) small 
3 

3 

International Phonetic Alphabet symbol:  e 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

kae (v) to add 
1 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

pae 
2 

(v) to crawl 

teh (n) tea 
2 

International Phonetic Alphabet symbol:  ɛ 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

serng (v) to waste 
4 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

kerng 
2 

(v) to shoulder 

terng 
2 

(adj) long 

International Phonetic Alphabet symbol:  ɘ 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

bee (n) rice 
4 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

ni 
4 

(n) dye 

eeau (n) goat, (v) to melt 
2 

yam 
2 

(n) salt 

International Phonetic Alphabet symbol:  i 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

boh (particle) negation 
2 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

toh 
4 

(v) to collapse 

(adj) precious 
3 

poh poay 
1 

International Phonetic Alphabet symbol:  o 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

or (adj) black 
1 

a  e,ay,eh  ae er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

kor 
1 

(b) mushroom 

(n) road 
3 

lor 

International Phonetic Alphabet symbol:  ɔ 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

kut (n) bone 
3 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

2 

(n) cow 

(v) to cook 
4 

gu 

choo 

International Phonetic Alphabet symbol:  u 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

diphthongs Part Two:  



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

lai (v) to come 
2 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

3 

(adj) fast 

(aux v) to not want 
3 

kwai 

mai 

International Phonetic Alphabet symbol:  ai 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

pau (n) steamed bun 
1 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

2 

(adj) clever 

(adj) old 
3 

gau 

lau 

International Phonetic Alphabet symbol:  au 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

tia (n) father 
1 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

2 

(n) name 

(v) to send 
3 

mia 

kia 

International Phonetic Alphabet symbol:  ia 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

khiu (v) to pull 
4 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

4 

(v) to button 

(n) oil 
2 

liew 

eu 

International Phonetic Alphabet symbol:  iu 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

tua (adj) old 
3 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

3 

(adj) broken, torn 

(v) to draw 
2 

phua 

wa 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

moi (n) porridge 
3 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

International Phonetic Alphabet symbol:  ɔi 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

oe (n) small pot 
1 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

1 

(n) socks 

(v) to rub 
2 

boet 

joay 

International Phonetic Alphabet symbol:  oe 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

bui (v) bark 
1 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  er  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

1 

(n) egg 

(v) to kneel, (adj) expensive 
3 

nui 

kui 

International Phonetic Alphabet symbol:  ui 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

consonants Part Three:  



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

bong (v) to touch 
1 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

3 

(adj) slow 

(adj) clear, bright 
2 

barn 

beng 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

cha (adj) early 
4 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

3 

(v) to chop 

(v) to run 
4 

cham 

cau 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

char (v) to fry 
4 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

1 

(v) to add 

(n) grass 
4 

chham 

chau 

The aspirated c sound, pronounced as “ch” 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

gong (adj) stupid 
4 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

2 

(n) money 

(adj) clever 
2 

gin 

gau 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

huat (v) to grow, to rise 
3 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

1 

(n) wind 

(adj) dizzy 
3 

hong 

hin 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

juak (adj) hot 
1 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

1 

(n) sun 

(v) to enter 
1 

jit 

jip 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

kit (adj) thick 
1 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

1 

(adj) salty 

(n) root 
1 

kiam 

kin 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

khong (#) zero 
3 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

3 

(v) to cover 

(v) to depend on 
3 

kham 

kho 

The aspirated k sound, pronounced as “kh” 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

larm (adj) weak 
4 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

3 

(v) to hit (collide) 

(v) to retain 
2 

long 

lau 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

mi knia (n) thing 
3 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

3 

(aux. v) to not want 

(h) hair 
2 

mai 

mor 

3 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

nua (v) to rot 
3 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

4 

(adj) soft 

(n) basket 
2 

nui 

na 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

knia (v) to walk 
2 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

4 

(n) cracker, biscuit 

(n) wok 
4 

pnia 

tnia 

When “n” is inserted between a consonant and a vowel, it nasalizes the syllable. 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

nya (v) to win 
2 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

2 

(n) goat nyau 

When “ny” preceeds a vowel, it nasalizes the syllable to the “ny-” sound. 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

leng (n) dragon 
2 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

3 

(v) to pamper 

(v) to waste 
4 

seng 

sng 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

peng (v) to overturn 
4 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

2 

(n) plate 

(v) to bake 
2 

pnua 

pu 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

phang (adj) fragrant 
1 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

3 

(adj) bloated 

(v) to float 
2 

phong 

phu 

The aspirated p sound, pronounced as “ph” 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

soe (adj) unfortunate 
1 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

4 

(adj) crazy 

(v) to be defeated 
1 

siau 

su 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

tarn (v) to wait 
4 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

3 

(adj) quiet 

(n) cupboard 
2 

tiam 

tu 



Penang Hokkien Spelling & Pronunciation 

thuk (v) to rub (erase) 
3 

a  e,ay,eh  ae  i,ee,y  oh  or  u,oo  ai  au  ia  iu,iew,eu,ew  ua,wa  oi  oe,oay  ui 

b  c,ch  ch,chh  g  h  j  k  kh  l  m  n  -n- ny- -ng-  p  ph  s  t  th 

3 

(v) to jump 

(t) to pile 
1 

thiau 

thak 

The aspirated t sound, pronounced as “th” 



Kamsiah lu che che ! 
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3 

Learn Penang Hokkien 

1 3 3 

Thank You Very Much! 
4 


